WHAT 75 THE EMPIRE?
Africa5, its resources would never have been marked
on any map as 'belonging' to Britain, These miscon-
ceptions are momentarily important in the inter-
national field. The demand that the 'haves' surrender
something of their 'possessions' to the 'have-nots'
would lose a good deal of its force if it were fully
realised that the 'haves' do not for the most part pos-
sess what they 'have' and consequently cannot well
give it up.
It was fashionable for a few years after the War for
foreign writers of 'Left' tendencies to prophesy war
between Britain and America as the inevitable out-
come of the scramble for trade which, it was assumed,
goes automatically with imperial power.
Mr* Ludwell Denny, in his book, America Con-
quers Britain, under the chapter headed: Two
Empires', writes thus:
'A state of economic war exists between America
and Britain now. The question is whether this
economic war, and its resultant political conflict, will
lead to armed war. Capitalists and officials, and the
public opinion which controls or fails to control poli-
cies, can prevent a war of guns. They cannot stop
the economic war. They can only mitigate its
dangers.
Tor this economic war is not caused by popular mis-
understandings, nor by capitalist machinations, nor by
imperialistic governmental policies. They intensify
but do not create the conflict. Rather are they created
by it. The conflict is the natural and inevitable result
of economic conditions obtaining in two countries and
in the world.'